[Cytogenetic control over the safety of merthiolate].
The capacity of merthiolate (also known as thimerosal), a mercury organic compound used as preservative in vaccines, to induce chromosomal aberrations was studied in vivo in experiments on mice. The metaphasic method of the registration of anomalies was used. In a dose of 3.3 micrograms/kg body weight merthiolate did not produce a damaging effect on the chromosomes of marrow, spleen and embryonal liver cells. Cyclophosphamide (in a dose of 25-50 micrograms/kg) used as positive control induced a significant rise in the frequency of chromosomal transformations.